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ness connected witli the guardianship, and on bis legs as he
spoke, that he said, ' We live in such a happy tumult here,
my dear child, that I have never had an opportunity of
speaking to you on one or two points which interest me
and should not be uninteresting to you. I remember a
pleasant morn ing-walk we had in the park at Vauxc, when
we began a conversation which we never finished. What say
you to a repetition of our stroll ? 'Tis a lovely day, and I
dare say we might escape by this window, and gain some
green retreat without anyone disturbing us.'

* I am quite of your Eminence's mind,' said Lothair,
taking up a wide-awake, * and I will lead you whero it is
not likely we shall be disturbed.'

So winding their way through the pleasure-grounds, they
entered by a wicket a part of the park whore the sunny
glades soon wandered among the tall fern and wild groves
of venerable oaks.

'I sometimes feel,' said the Cardinal, 'that I may have
been too punctilious in avoiding conversation with you on a
subject the most interesting and important to man. But I
felt a delicacy in exerting my influence as a guardian on a
subject my relations to which, when your dear father ap-
pointed me to that oi3S.ce, were so different from those which
now exist. But you are now your own master; I can use
no control over you but that influence which the words of
truth must always exercise over an ingenuous mind-'

His Eminence paused for a moment and looked at bis
companion; but Lothair remained silent, with his eyes
fixed upon the ground.

'It has always been a source of satisfaction, I would
even say consolation, to me/ resumed the Cardinal, *tc
know you were a religious man; that your disposition was
reverential, which is the highest order of temperament, and
brings us nearest to the angels. But we live in times of
difficulty and danger, extreme difficulty and danger; a